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Q: Randy, you have been advocating for older people in our communities for several 

years. Can you talk a bit about your professional work with the older adult population and 

what motivated you to become involved?  

 

A: Early in my career I saw the positive impact of supporting caregivers to keep their loved 

ones home and out of costly institutional care. I chose a new field of study my next 

semester at Canisius College. I have been fortunate to have had great mentors and 

exciting opportunities throughout my career.   

 

Q: To commemorate Older Americans Month, can you talk about the Older Americans Act 

of 1965, subsequent reauthorizations, and discuss what important changes were made to 

service provision for older adults?     

 

A: The Older Americans Act has seen many changes over the last 50+ years. Most 

recently we have seen a movement towards evidence-based health promotion and 

person-centered care. These preferences are based on the recognition that Area Agencies 

on Aging (AoA) have the resources and expertise to improve quality of life and keep people 

out of nursing homes. The change has been a shift in focus and the recognition that 

successful aging is a personal journey.   

 

Q: Of those services mentioned, which do you personally deem most important in 

maintaining our residents as they age?   

 

A: I believe the most important responsibility outlined in the Older Americans Act is 

supporting caregivers in caring for their friends, families, and neighbors.   

 

Q: Can you talk about the challenges in service provision for older people in Hamburg, 

and how you might suggest we meet those challenges?   

 

A: One of the biggest challenges we face in Hamburg is mobility for our seniors. Too many 

people are trapped in their homes or neighborhoods because they can’t or choose not to 

drive. This can be addressed through providing transportation resources and planning 

walkable communities. 
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Did you know >>> 

More Cheese, Please 

The days leading up to the Civil War were contentious. Some Hamburg citizens engaged in helping enslaved people on their journey to 

Canada via the Underground Railroad. Barns and outbuildings were used to conceal and protect these people until they could be helped 

on their way.  

 

All of Erie County was electrified by the Lincoln-Douglas contest for President in 1860. In Hamburg, Dr. George Abbott led the young 

Republican Wide-Awakes in support of Lincoln. Emmett Williams led the Democrats. Erie County voted for Lincoln, but Hamburg 

Township went for Stephen Douglas, 210-295.  

 

Few people believed the Southern threats that Lincoln’s election would spell war for the country. It was a shock in 1861 when word 

arrived in Hamburg via the Springville Stagecoach that Ft. Sumter had been attacked and the country was at war.   

 

President Lincoln called up state militias and raised an army of 75,000 men. Most Hamburg men (but not all) did not serve. By 1862, it 

was clear the war wasn’t going to be over soon, and the armies needed reinforcements. New York’s Governor Morgan ordered the 

formation of regiments from each of the 32 state senatorial districts. Erie County was district 31, and Hamburg sent more men than all 

other districts put together. The new recruits formed the 116th Infantry Regiment of New York. By 1864, the troop count was again 

suffering. When the Governor called for reinforcements, men were weary of war, and the federal government instituted a draft. Five 

Hamburg men were taken.  

 

 

A history lesson >>> 

Township of Hamburg: A Little History 
 
This month we continue to explore Hamburg’s early history during the Civil War.  

Did you know that Hamburg was famous for its cheese?   

That’s right! In the 1830s, Hamburg was famous for its cheese. Hamburg 

cheese brought the highest prices in New York City and Philadelphia and 

took prizes at local fairs.  

 

According to the Springville Times, “The cheese from the town of Hamburg 

became so famous as to be in special demand in foreign markets.” 

 

Who knew?! 

The 116th Regiment trained in Baltimore and spent most of the war 

fighting in Louisiana. They fought in several battles, including Fort 

Porter and the Red River campaign. In 1864, the regiment was called 

back to Washington for the Battle of Shenandoah, and from there, the 

survivors mustered out. By 1865, the war was over, and the veterans 

were home, working to revive their farms and businesses. In all, the 

Regiment lost 5 officers and 91 enlisted men KIA, and 2 officers and 

124 enlisted men to disease.  

 

In 1884, Hamburg veterans organized the Grand Army of the Republic 

(GAR) post and named it the Nathaniel J. Swift Post for a soldier who 

was killed in the Battle of Plain Store in Louisiana. Hamburg’s women 

showed their support by forming the Women’s Relief Corps (GAR 

auxiliary).   

 

The N.J. Swift Post was a force that influenced Hamburg’s social, 

political, and economic life for several decades after its creation. 

Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) 
Main & Buffalo Streets 

The Women’s Relief Corps (GAR Auxiliary) 



 

  

Hamburg Senior Services 

It’s a mystery >>> 

ConnectLife Blood Drive 

We are sponsoring a blood drive with 

ConnectLife on June 7, 2021 from 12-5 

p.m. at the Moose Lodge at 45 Church 

Street in Hamburg. 

 

Sign-up today for an available time slot 

and help save 3 lives with your donation! 

Administered by the Town of Hamburg Department of Youth, Recreation & Senior Services. 

The Hamburg Senior Community Center (HSCC) provides a range of services addressing four 

major areas outlined below that all Town of Hamburg seniors may use. COVID-19 has resulted in 

some service restrictions, so if you are interested in a particular service, call (716) 646-0665, 

Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. to check on its availability. 

 

In addition to town services, senior services are also available through the Erie County 

Department of Senior Services. For example, University Express offers continuing education 

options for all seniors. For more information, please call (716) 858-8526.  

 

Hamburg is known as the “town that friendship built.” However, it seems the origin of the 

beloved Town motto is unknown. Jim Baker, the town historian, thinks the phrase was a winning 

entry in a school contest in the 1950s, but he doesn’t know who originated the phrase, what 

school was involved, and what the actual date was.  

 

If you know anything about this mystery, please email us at info@randyhoakforsupervisor.com. 

We’d love to solve this mystery and share it with the Town! 

Join us for two episodes of our 

Connecting Communities livestream 

series in the month of June via our 

Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

 

On June 13 at 5:00 p.m., join Randy and 

his special guest, Carol Speser, a 

longtime WNY LGBT leader who 

organized Buffalo’s first outdoor gay 

pride celebration, founded the local 

Stonewall Democrats, and was on the 

founding board of Empire State Pride 

Agenda. 

 

Then on Tuesday, June 15 at 7:00 p.m. 

Randy and fellow endorsed Democratic 

candidate for Hamburg Highway 

Superintendent, Ed Hughes, will talk 

about the important role of the Highway 

Department and Ed’s plans for Hamburg. 

 

Catch-up on all our livestreams! 

Watch Now 

Livestream: Connecting 
Communities Series 

Reminders >>> 

Calling All Detectives! 

Nutrition  
• An in-person meal plan is available Tuesday-Friday in the Senior Center 

dining room. Call to learn more.   

• Frozen lunches for the week are available for curbside pick-up on  
Monday mornings. Call Heidi at (716) 858-7639 to register and then  
reserve your meals by calling (716) 646-0096 Monday-Wednesday  
between 9:00 and 11:30 a.m. Meals are available the week after you 
call. Instructions for pick-up are given at time of reservation. 

Transportation 
The Senior Van Service takes limited reservations for: 

 

• Medical appointments in Hamburg and adjoining municipalities 
(i.e., Orchard Park, West Seneca, Lackawanna, South Buffalo up  
to Clinton Road and west of Transit Road) 

• Grocery shopping on Tuesday and Thursday 

• Adult Day program and current programs at HSCC 
 
Safety protocols for the van include wearing masks, using hand sanitizer, and disinfecting 
areas that are frequently touched. 

Fitness 

The fitness room is open and aerobics classes are available. Register online  
or call (716) 646-0665, Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. 
to schedule a class a week before. 

Health Insurance Counseling 

Call (716) 646-0665 to schedule an appointment (usually the 1st and 4th  
Wednesday of the month) for help with understanding health insurance 
options available for seniors. 

 

https://www.connectlifegiveblood.org/index.cfm?group=op&expand=19357&zc=14075
http://www.hamburg-youth-rec-seniors.com/senior-programs.html
https://www2.erie.gov/universityexpress/
https://www.facebook.com/Hoak4Supervisor/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnhO1-u2u0s7g_73TOB9Hng
https://www.facebook.com/Hughes4Highway/
https://www.randyhoakforsupervisor.com/videos
http://www.hamburg-youth-rec-seniors.com/index.html


 

 

 

Your generous donations have helped us accomplish so much in the short time since 

we announced our campaign – so THANK YOU! 

 

But we have an important Primary Election coming up on June 22 and then the 

General Election on November 2. Both of which promise to be tough and interesting 

contests. 

 

So please consider donating any amount – one-time or recurring – to help our 

campaign reach the finish line and elect Randy Hoak as our next Hamburg Town 

Supervisor! You can also attend our fundraisers, participate in events, volunteer, put 

up a yard sign, canvass with the candidate, and just get the word out that Randy is the 

one who will #MoveHamburgForward. 

 

Donate today through ActBlue or send a check made payable to Hamburg for Hoak 

and mail to 17 Crownview Terrace, Unit C, Hamburg, NY 14075. 

Staying connected >>> 

Call to Action: VOTE!  

The Primary Election is almost here! Get your absentee ballot now or vote 

early from June 12-20 at the Moose Lodge at 45 Church Street in Hamburg. 

Or vote on Primary Day, June 22, at your normal polling location. 

#Vote4Hoak #MoveHamburgForward 

Any Amount Will Help 

Donate >>> 

Websites: 

www.randyhoakforsupervisor.com 

www.townofhamburgny.com 

www.hamburghistoricalsociety.org 

 

Email: 

info@randyhoakforsupervisor.com 

 

Facebook: 

Randy Hoak for Hamburg Supervisor 

Hamburg NY for Hoak  

Hamburg Village Bike Rides 

 

Twitter:  

Hoak4Supervisor 

 

Instagram:  

Hoak4Supervisor 

 

YouTube: 

Hoak4Supervisor 

 

Donate: 

ActBlue 

Updates >>> 

Campaign Timeline 
May 2 

Livestream: 
Mental Health 

Awareness 
Month with Carly 

Story 

May 5 
Livestream: Guided 
Meditation with Beth 

Licata Cooke May 12 
Yard Signs Available 
for Primary Election 

May 8 
Volunteers Help at 
Hamburg Dems HQ 
With Mailers & Signs May 15 

Canvassing Begins 
for Primary Election 

May 15 
Livestream: Older 
Americans Month 

with Charlie Battaglia 

May 25 
A Night in the Village 

Fundraiser 

http://www.randyhoakforsupervisor.com/
http://www.townofhamburgny.com/
http://www.hamburghistoricalsociety.org/
mailto:info@randyhoakforsupervisor.com
https://www.facebook.com/Hoak4Supervisor/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/225410448865703
https://www.facebook.com/groups/262886994959025
https://twitter.com/Hoak4Supervisor
https://www.instagram.com/Hoak4Supervisor/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnhO1-u2u0s7g_73TOB9Hng
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/hamburg-for-hoak-1

